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All the data presented in this work, apart from data generated from the referred computational engines, are available in the
online version of the manuscript, or by contacting the corresponding author. Please see the paper for more details. Authors'
contributions {#FPar3} ====================== AH designed the mathematical model, developed the computational
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framework, performed the simulations, wrote and validated the manuscript. HA, RA and MK conceived of the study, and
participated in its design and coordination and helped to draft the manuscript. All authors read and approved the final
manuscript. Competing interests {#FPar4} =================== The authors declare that they have no competing
interests. Mississippi State head coach Mark Stoops watches his team during the second half of an NCAA college football game
against Alabama, Saturday, Oct. 27, 2013, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. Mississippi State won 38-31. (AP Photo/Dave Martin)
TUSCALOOSA, Alabama -- Jim Tressel’s name has appeared in the news a lot this year. But it has never appeared in an
Associated Press story. On Friday, ESPN.com reported Tressel’s recent comment in regards to Ohio State’s recruiting process -that its inability to win was making it harder for Ohio State to recruit -- was specifically directed at former Buckeyes offensive
coordinator Tom Herman. Tressel, who was Ohio State’s coach during the 2011 recruiting class, was unaware of Herman’s
hiring at Houston until he was made aware of the report. On Friday evening, he released a statement via Twitter: “I am deeply
disappointed that ESPN.com has chosen to run a story about myself without contacting me for comment. This story is untrue
and has no place in the sports media. I do not intend to dignify this nonsense with any response. I will have no further
comment.” The story was pulled from ESPN.com shortly after it was published. Tressel's comments were made during an
interview with FOX Sports Radio's Howard Eskin. In the course of discussing the college football recruiting process, Tressel
said: "How can you recruit kids when you can’t win? I don’t understand the recruiting process where the most successful
programs don’t have a chance to recruit the best talent. How is that ever going to work?... You’ 82157476af
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